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My friends call me Stuart, and my clients call me The College Financial Guy, 
so hopefully, you will know me by both at some point in our relationship. I 
currently serve as Managing Partner at Peachtree Financial Group and as a 
member of the National College Advocacy Group, providing college planning 
education for college planning professionals, students, and families. 

I started learning about finance at an early age from my father’s employer, 
Nelson Rockefeller, who actually paid for my education at Tulane University. I 
feel Rockefeller made an investment in me so that I could give back and make 
a difference for others...that’s why I do this!

I hope I can provide you with the information you need to make the best 
decisions for you and your student.

Address: Atlanta, GA 30328

Phone:   (404) 513-4865

Email:   stuart@collegefinancialguy.com
Website:  www.collegefinancialguy.com
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Top 10 “To-Do’s”
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to Maximize Your College Success

Apply for admissions in the first few months of your student’s high school senior year. The financial aid 
process also begins on October 1st of their senior year. Grants and scholarships are limited and given on 
a first-come, first-serve basis. Therefore, once the college freshman class begins to fill, it is much more 
difficult to position your student for financial aid opportunities. Plus, you do not need to make a financial 
commitment to any particular college until May 1st, unless you decide to file “early decision,” which 
requires a contractual obligation to the college (refer to the “Admissions Navigator”).

Do not underestimate your ability to negotiate the price of college; apply to several colleges to maximize 
your financial aid opportunities and to position your student in the top 25% of incoming freshmen. If you 
receive a better financial aid package from a school other than your primary choice, you may be able to 
use that award as a negotiation tool (refer to the “College Selection Navigator”).

Private colleges must compete with less-expensive, state-subsidized public universities. Many small 
private colleges will offer incredible financial aid award packages to attract good students, as well as 
smaller class sizes. This increases your student’s chance of earning a degree in four years. Be sure to 
include a few private colleges in your selection process; you may be surprised with the outcome (refer to 
the “College Selection Navigator”).

Apply for financial aid regardless of your family’s financial income. Many colleges require the online 
completion of the US government’s FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) to even qualify for 
merit grants and scholarships. Many student loan applications (Unsubsidized Stafford loan and PLUS 
loan) also require the completion of the online FAFSA. Be sure to check with each college for their 
deadline requirements.

Higher test scores increase your student’s opportunities to qualify for various college-sponsored grants 
and scholarships. Each test (ACT and SAT) should be taken twice, once later in junior year of high school, 
and once early senior year. Statistics show that higher scores can be achieved in the SAT test using 
advanced preparation methods, and many test scores can be increased by as much as ten to twenty 
percent with proper preparation. Advanced planning requires a small commitment, but can pay off with 
big rewards (refer to the “ACT/SAT Test Prep Navigator”).

Apply for Admission Early

Apply to Six-Eight Colleges

Apply to Private Colleges

Apply for Financial Aid - Regardless

Properly Prepare for the ACT/SAT Tests
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Choosing a career path is one of the most important decisions that students face today. Lack of planning 
forces many students into a five or six-year college degree,  many in declining fields, or in a field with 
a surplus of applicants. This leads to the dreaded difficulty of finding employment after graduation. A 
wise choice can lead to rewarding occupational experiences, the security of adequate income, and will 
allow your family to maximize your educational investment in your student (refer to the “Career Search 
Navigator”).

The main reason to thoroughly research each college is to ensure that the college’s “personality” fits with 
the personality of your student. Once you have identified the colleges of interest, a direct campus visit 
will offer a clearer understanding of each college’s programs, policies, and social settings. Today, most 
colleges provide you with a “virtual visit” on their website, which can allow you to do adequate research. 
Only during this visit can your student experience the environment in which he/she will spend the 
subsequent four years (refer to the “College Visitation Navigator”).

Many colleges can be compelled to increase their initial grant or scholarship offer, especially if they are 
competing with another school for your student. Don’t be afraid to negotiate with the college to ensure 
your family the best offer.

College should not be a blank check for the student, even if parents can easily pay the bill. Most 
students are more appreciative of their education if they are involved in the financial commitment. Begin 
discussions of your college budget and any cost-limitations with your student in their freshman year of 
high school. If you wait too long, there may be discrepancies in your student’s first choice of college and 
the cost you can afford or are willing to pay. 

The cost of a college degree is expensive, and it’s well worth paying a fee for proper advice. The key 
word here is “proper.” Be sure your advisor is a trained Certified College Funding Specialist (CCFS®). This 
college financial field is much more intricate than most would have you believe, and contrary to popular 
belief, you CANNOT efficiently navigate the college process without some outside assistance. College 
has become too costly to do it alone. 

Investigate a Career Path

Diligently Research Each College

Don’t Be Afraid to Negotiate the Price

Discuss Your Cost-Limitations in Advance 

Choose a Qualified Financial Advisor to Help You Plan

Top 10 “To-Do’s”
to Maximize Your College Success
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The College Decision Navigator workbook can be used as a guide through the college decision process 
by families of all levels of income and net worth. 

There are four key steps to ensure that students receive the best possible education for the lowest cost 
and with the least amount of debt: 

• Oversee that your student’s grades are on track. It’s never too late to start. Colleges observe  
 grade improvement as well as the four-year average. 

• Be sure your student is properly prepared to take the ACT/SAT college entrance exams. Not only  
 do these tests figure heavily into college admissions, they also determine which student will be  
 first in line for grants and tuition discounts. 

• Never assume a college is too expensive or that you can’t find money for college. Colleges have  
 money, especially private schools, and they will reward good students. 

• Get a reputable and knowledgeable financial planner, especially one who fully understands  
 education tax opportunities, the financial aid system, and college rules and regulations. 

CONCLUSION



This is designed to ensure you are on the right 
path and to identify any potential mistakes.

Schedule a 20-Minute 
Strategy Call Now!

https://peachtree.appointlet.com/s/32968

